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Dear parent and carers, 
 
On February 21st, the Prime Minister announced that England would move into a new phase of 
managing COVID-19. Essentially, this new phase places responsibility on the public to manage the 
spread of the disease by making sensible decisions. There is no change to the government's advice, 
just to the law enforcing that advice. 
 
As an academy, we must be careful and take sensible precautions - reducing the risk while impacting 
as little as possible on academy life. Also, we have members of our wider community and staff with 
vulnerable family members, so a cautious approach is needed to help keep them safe. In essence, 
we're trying to achieve a balance. 
 
What happens now if my child tests positive? The government is advising people to keep their 
children at home for at least 5 full days and until they have had two negative test results on 
consecutive days, even if the child has no symptoms. Although your child may be symptom-free, 
others might not be so fortunate. Coming into school while positive for COVID-19 does pose a 
significant risk to others. The government advice says: 
 

“Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they 
are infectious. They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started (or the day 

their test was taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by another one the next day. If both of 
these tests results are negative, they should return to their educational setting if they normally 

attend one, as long as they feel well enough to do so and do not have a temperature. They should 
follow the guidance for their educational setting.” 
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Please note that ‘Day 0’ is the day of the positive test or onset of symptoms and there must be 
24 hours between tests from Day 5 onwards. 

 
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are a recent onset of any of the following: 

 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
Other symptoms linked with COVID-19 include shortness of breath, fatigue, loss of appetite, 
muscle ache, sore throat, headache, stuffy or runny nose, diarrhoea, nausea, and vomiting. 

 
For schools, this places COVID-19 on the same level as the current policy for when children have 
other infectious illnesses such as chicken pox or vomiting/diarrhoea. These require children to be 
clear of symptoms for a fixed period of time before returning to school (e.g., for 
vomiting/diarrhoea, this is 48 hours). So, if your child tests positive for Covid-19 or has 
symptoms, it is vital that families follow the government guidance and keep their child home from 
school until they are fit to return. 

 
As ever, thank you for your support. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mrs Craig Hayes 
Executive Headteacher 

 

 

 


